
Bulldogs Play Close Game  

By Judy Rogers 

 

 The Golden Plains Bulldogs played a close game with Cheylin on September 27 in 

Rexford.  The ‘Dogs led throughout most of the game but fell to the Cougars 61-71 placing their 

record at 2-2 for the season.  “We always play competitively with Cheylin,” said Jovanny 

Infante, sophomore.  “We had worked hard in practice on pass coverage along with our offense 

and defense. We were ready for the game.” 

The Bulldogs won the toss and elected to receive with captains Wade Rush, Rojelio 

Loya, and Harley Weese making the call.  The Dogs quickly ran a first down followed by the 

first of 7 touchdown runs by senior Harley Weese. 

 The Bulldogs defense, fronted by brothers Jaime and  Jovanny Infante, held the Cougars 

for several plays but the Cougars answered with a 2 yard score making the extra point for a 7-6 

lead. 

 Rush kicked back to the Cougars with a short kick.  The Cougars were unable to pick up 

the ball and Jovanny recovered it returning possession to the Bulldogs.  Rojelio Loya carried the 

ball for a first down before handing it off to Weese to finish in the end zone.  Unable to convert 

the Dogs were back on top 12-7.  The GP defense held the Cougars advance and the Dogs took 

over once more. 

 The teams traded possession for the remainder of the first quarter with the Cougars 

pushing through for a second score as the buzzer sounded.  With a successful PAT pass, the 

Cougars led 14-12 at the end of the quarter. 

 The Cougars opened the second with another touchdown and conversion to extend their 

lead to 21.  The Dogs quickly answered with a score from Rojelio Loya.  Rush kicked back to 

the Cougars who attempted to pass into the end zone only to have Weese intercept the ball and 

run all the way down the field for a 79 yard touchdown to put the Dogs back on top 24-21. 

 Loya recovered the kick back to the Cougars and ran in a Bulldog touchdown.  This run 

was called back due to a penalty but the Dogs buckled down and moved the ball for another 

score by Weese extending their lead to 30.  The Dogs recovered the next kick to the Cougars and 

this time Loya’s run to the end zone was good as was the PAT pass to Weese for a 37-21 lead. 

 As Coach Smith encouraged the boys from the huddle to not let up, the Bulldogs were 

able to take over with 1:15 left in the second quarter.  The boys moved the ball as the first half 

ended in favor of the Bulldogs. 

 Rush kicked to the Cougars to begin the second half of what would be a three-hour game. 

With coverage from sophomores Roberto Loya and Jovanny Infante, the Cougars could not get 

their passes to connect turning the ball over to the Dogs on the 7 yard line.  Weese took the ball 

on the first snap and ran 73 yards to the end zone extending the Bulldog lead to 43-21. 

 The Cougars followed up with their own score but Weese answered with another run to 

the end zone only to have the Cougars score twice more to close the Bulldog lead to 49-42 with 

over four minutes remaining in the third. 



 The Dogs defense again held the Cougars out of the end zone on the five yard line 

returning to their own five before fumbling allowing Cheylin to recover as the third quarter 

ticked to a close.  

 The Cougars opened the fourth with another score to bring the game within one point 49-

48.  Rojelio Loya picked up a bounce and quickly ran it back to hold onto the Bulldog lead 55-

48.  Cheylin threw a long pass for a td and a PAT pass tied the game up at 55 with 8:17 still to 

play.  

 Weese took over for the Dogs to regain the lead only to have the Cougars return the kick 

to the 30 and finish in the end zone.  With a successful extra point run Cheylin took over the lead 

62-61. 

 The Dogs fumbled the ball with just over five minutes to play which allowed the Cougars 

to recover.  They then fumbled on the 1 yard line allowing Jovanny Infante to recover for the 

Bulldogs. Cheylin then gained a controversial safety and received the ball to finish the game with 

one more score for the 71-61 win. 

 “We played pretty good,” continued Jovanny Infante.  “We played like we trained. We 

played more as a team than we had in previous games.  Everyone stepped up their game helping 

each other when they made a mistake or got down.  We have good leadership from this year’s 

seniors.” 

 Senior Harley Weese, who injured his thumb in the game but continued to play hard to 

the finish, led the team with 405 total yards—378 rushing, 24 passing, 3 receiving—and 17 

tackles.  He was named offensive player of the game by MaxPreps.com. He is ranked third in the 

Sports in Kansas rushing leaders with 832 yard in four games behind Colten McCarty of Cheylin 

and Conor Haviland of Humboldt. 

Junior Rojelio was named the MaxPreps.com overall player of the game as he led the 

team with 18 tackles along with 86 yards.  Junior Wade Rush was name by MaxPreps.com as the 

defensive player of the game with 13 tackles and 16 yards.  Roberto Loya had 32 rushing yards 

and 6 tackles along with a 45 yard kick return. 

Jovanny Infante posted 9 tackles along with 5 from Jaime Infante and 1 each from Fabian 

Cepeda and Ethan Shea.  The Bulldogs will travel to Natoma on October 4 to play the 3-1 Tigers.  

“Our goal is to work as hard as we did against Cheylin and bring home a win,” added Jovanny. 

 

  


